
	George Mason University

Center for Global Education and the Department of Communication
Sligo, Dublin and Belfast

COMM 307: Field Study in Communication and Journalism 
(Credit also available for ENGL 309 and HIST 388)

July 5-31, 2009


Hosted by: Innisfree International College & Convention Centre (IIC&CC), Lough Gill, Sligo 
CONTACT INFORMATION:

Instructor:


Steve Klein

Office:



219-B Thompson Hall

Office phone:


703.993.2199

Cell phone:


703.625.1968
Department phone:

703.993.1090

Instructor’s e-mail:

sklein1@gmu.edu (preferred contact)
NOTE: Contact Information for Sligo will be provided upon arrival.
CREDITS: 6 hours

Course Description (from the George Mason University catalog)
307 Field Study in Communication (3:3:0) Structured communication learning experience: 2-to-4 weeks of travel in a foreign environment involving another country or relevant U.S. subcultural group. Students must complete internship relevant to communication in the host society; assignments that require observations about intercultural communication; and personal learning assignment (blog or paper) integrating learning from observation and interactions during the travel. Seminar sessions and lectures. Uses intercultural communication concepts and principles to analyze observations and communication experiences.
For Communication majors taking this course, the program provides an internship and on-site visits that provide an immersive experience in the practice, scope and nature of Irish journalism as integrated across media platforms: print, broadcast and online. Subjects include reporting in a foreign country, media literacy, 24/7 coverage, big-event coverage, and the challenges of working with multimedia. Emphasis will be placed on the global and intercultural aspects of journalism practices.
Students from majors outside the Communication Department, the Journalism concentration, and the Electronic Journalism minor will complete an internship and assignments targeted to their specific discipline and course requirements as pre-arranged by the instructor.

INTERNSHIPS: The first, part of the third, and all of the fourth weeks consist of internships with local Sligo media (including but not limited to the Sligo Champion), the International Yeats Society, the Sligo Art Gallery, the Carrowmore Megalithic Cemetery, local public relations offices, and other hosts to be arranged with the Innisfree International College and Convention Centre.

Course Objectives

Students enrolled in this class are either considering a career in journalism or are interested in expanding their media literacy in an international environment. This course is designed to meet both needs. The course introduces students to approaches and practices that can guide or explain journalism success and failure in the 21st century, when anyone can be a publisher but not everyone is a journalist. Students will visit and work with mainstream Irish media organizations in Sligo as well as visit media in Dublin and Belfast, experiencing a range of media challenges. Each student will research, report and write stories across media platforms. 
Specifically, for this course, students will:

· Obtain a better understand of international journalism today and see the journalistic challenges involved at every level of the business, from reporters to editors to other department managers.
· Better understand and apply communication theories and ethical principles in international journalism.
· Practice principal types of media work and inter-relationships, including mainstream print, broadcast (radio and television) and online journalism, but also the non-mainstream efforts of pure-play web sites and organizations, and bloggers.
· Study the work of Irish media professionals and the unique challenges they face from their world perspective.
· Gain experience in using media tools in a different environment – from hardware (computers, cell phones and audio-video devices) to software programs that permit them to prepare and file stories.
COURSE EXPECTATIONS

Prompt attendance at all class sessions and all group functions for the entire program is both required and necessary given the short duration of the program. Absences or tardiness will affect teamwork and individual grades. If students miss a class session, they must contact the instructor immediately, be responsible for obtaining the information covered in class, and be prepared for the next class session. In-class assignments cannot be made up. 
Students are expected to complete all assigned reading, actively participate in team assignments, and complete all writing assignments, without exception. A pre-course reading packet (online and printouts) and selected chapter readings are also required. 

The class will be divided into subject-related media groups: newspapers, broadcast, online and public relations. These groups can include mainstream (MSM) and non-traditional media, like blogs.

At each of the site visits, part of the class participation grade includes asking questions and participating in discussions about the news of the day and the way the media site performs its duties. Each of the media groups will be the subject of a team report and presentation for end-of-the-course review. Teams and other details will be arranged during the course orientation. 

All coursework must be your own.  Plagiarism (the representation of someone else's work as your own), and allowing other team members to carry you provide grounds for failure. In this class, you must adhere to the George Mason University Honor Code. 

The instructor subscribes to all university policies vis-à-vis honor code, sexual harassment and accommodations for disabilities. GMU guidelines are available at: http://jiju.gmu.edu/catalog/acadpol.html#honorsysand. http://www.gmu.edu/catalog/genpolic.html#Harass. 

COURSE TEXTBOOKS AND MATERIALS 

Required:

· “How the Irish Saved Civilization,” Thomas Cahill (recommended: “Modern Ireland: 1600-1972,” R.F. Foster; and “Irish Media: A Critical History Since 1922,” John Horgan).
· The Associated Press Stylebook.

· Pre-course reading packet. 
· Daily review of Irish media to identify breaking news and issues. Please familiarize yourself with Imooty at http://www.imooty.eu/ie/index.php/.
· Read Irish newspapers, available online (the Sligo Champion, for example, is available at http://www.sligochampion.ie/. Develop the habit of daily media consumption: print, broadcast and online, as well as the habits of a good reporter: observing and listening. This class can help you learn, practice and enjoy how to keep informed anywhere in the world.
· I strongly advise that you bring a laptop and jump drive.

· Go to a blog creation site like Blogger (http://www.blogger.com/) and create a blog in advance of your departure.

course requirements 

Assignments in this class give an overview of international journalism practice, theory and ethics. 
Students will create their own blogs and make individual blog entries highlighting the day’s events. We will share and discuss your individual entries during class meetings. 

Communication Department Grading Scale: Grades for this class will follow the New Grading System as approved by the Faculty Senate and outlined on page 32 of the University Catalog. The range is A+ through F and includes C-. 

Grading criteria




     Possible Points      

1.  Participation points/news quizzes



250



2.  Site-visit story No. 1





150



3.  Site-visit story No. 2





150



4.  Site-visit story No. 3





150



5.  Individual blog        





300
Program: In addition to class work, we will be visiting Irish-based media companies – both mainstream and non-traditional. The specific visit schedule is being coordinated and a daily schedule will be issued upon arrival at the orientation. We plan for a mixture of half-day and whole-day visits, as well as classroom time. The individual visit times will be based on the availability of our hosts and their organizations’ schedules.  Students are expected to dress appropriately, showing proper respect four our hosts.
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